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President George W. Bush via Mr. Paul Bremer

Mr. Tony Blair¢ the British Prime Minister¢< via Mr. John Sawers

Mr. Kofi Annan¢ via Mr. Lopes da Silva« UN Humanitarian Co-coordinator for Iraq.

The President and members of the Security Council

The state of Iraq was created by the British Colonial Administration in 1921 from the two
Wilayets of Baghdad and Basra and¢ in July of that year¢ after a formal referendum¢ Prince
Faisal bin Hussein ascended to the throne after he accepted all the British demands.

Before that time« a ‘Committee for Kurdish Independence’ held in Cairo in January 1919¢ had
appealed for British help in establishing a Kurdish state but no action was taken and Great
Britain¢ as the mandatory of Iraq¢ pressed for the annexation of the Wilayet of Mosul to the
newly created state.

On 24th December 1922¢ a Joint Declaration signed by Britain and the new state of Iraq
addressed to the leaders of the Kurds in the Wilayet of Mosul recognized their national rights¢
including the right to have a Kurdish government. However« Turkey was insisting that this
Wilayet was a part of Turkey and both Turkey and Britain were challenging the Treaty of
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Sevres¢ signed on 10 August 1920 between the Allies and the leaders of the Ottoman Empire.
This Treaty recognized the existence of the Kurds as a nation with the right to self-
determination¢ on condition that this right was exercised under the control of the League of
Nations. Article 64 stated that the Kurds in the Wilayet of Mosul had the right to join the
Kurdish state that would be created under the terms of this Treaty.

The British government< more concerned with oil than with the rights of the Kurds¢ did not
allow the Treaty of Sevres to be implemented and annexed the Wilayet of Mosul to the Iraqi
state. It then used its influence to get the annexation accepted by the League of Nations in June
1925 and to bring the whole of Iraq under its mandate. This provoked a series of revolts by the
Kurds that were suppressed by the British Army and the Royal Air Force.

Regrettably¢ none of the Iraqi governments recognized Kurdish rights until Iraq became a
member of the League of Nations in 1932. Although then formally required to recognize
Kurdish rights¢ none of the regimes honored this obligation. The Ba’athist regime even went so
far as to use genocide with the express intention of annihilating the Kurds.

The Kurdish peoples’ wishes were ignored when their country was annexed to the Iraqi state in
1925. The liberation of Iraq by the Allies in April 2003« which will lead to the reconstruction
of the country« presents a great opportunity to redress this.

There has been a status quo government in liberated Kurdistan since 1992 and the situation
there is stable with full co-operation with the Allies. Therefore« we ask that a referendum be
held¢ under your control¢ in all parts of Iraqi Kurdistan¢ including that part which was until
recently under the control of the Ba’thist regime« to ascertain the wishes of the people. It is
they who should decide whether to be a part of Iraq or to be independent. An independent
Kurdistan can be a part of confederate state with Iraq.

6 Augustc 2003
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